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comparison,	and	‘provides valuable information to help make informed decisions about their child’s 
education’ (ACARA (Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority), 2017).The	
simplistic,	reductive	logic	behind	these	authoritative	representations	of	communities	and	places	
suggests	the	test	score	can	be	explained	by	conditions	within	those	sites		-	the	fallacy	flagged	by	
Buroway,	Luke	and	Hammersley.	Of	more	concern,	these	‘naming	and	shaming’	representations	take	
on	a	life	of	their	own,	and	start	to	do	work	in	the	public	imaginary	–	tarnishing	the	reputation	of	
schools,	principals	and	communities,	and	informing	absences	by	those	who	are	not	‘effectively	
imprisoned’	(Massey,	p.	61)	by	the	inequalities	cultivated.	The	ICSEA	index,	designed	as	some	
mitigation	of	decontextualized	scores,	has	also	escaped	its	intended	use	and	serves	as	another	
summary	expression	of	reified	advantage	or	disadvantage	to	fix	reputations.		
Back	in	Glasgow	Scotland,	the	re-elected	SNP	party	announced	intentions	to	re-introduce	
standardised	testing	in	2017	and	make	results	public	(BBC,	2016).	However,	it	was	quickly	counselled	
to	delay	such	public	release	given	the	risk	that	such	results	would	inform	‘league	tables’.	This	is	
perhaps	a	setting	that	understands	the	damage	that	sticky	reputations	can	do.		
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i	At	Edinburgh	Museum	of	Modern	Art,	December	2016	–	May	2017,	see	
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/exhibition/joan-eardley-sense-place	
